
CLITHERALL TOWNSHIP  
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June 12, 2008 
6:30 P.M. 

EAGLE LAKE  CHURCH  
 

The Hearing was called to order at 6:34 P.M. by Chairman Donald Davenport.  
All board members were present. 
 
Davenport explained the process the evening’s discussions. 
 
Jeff Stabnow gave a report of the improvements estimates. Stabnow explained 
that the price has increased from the original estimate of $75,000 to $89,500. 
 
Davenport stated that no written comments had been received on the project.  
 
Davenport distributed a draft spreadsheet reflecting project costs and the 
estimated assessments based on the Township’s Special Assessment Policy. He 
explained that the cost will change based on the bid. Other changes may occur 
between the first hearing and the second hearing due to discrepancies 
discovered or changes in the property. Davenport described how the assessment 
values were obtained. He opened the floor for discussion. 
 
Dave Trites suggested that we move forward immediately before costs increase 
again.  
 
Dave Wallace asked how many were in favor of doing this project. Davenport 
responded that the response was greater than 35%, which means that only a 
majority vote of the Board is required to determine the legality and sufficiency of 
the petition for the blacktopping of Westwood Drive.  
 
Jeff Stabnow commented that bids could be requested in the interim before the 
next hearing.  Nate Seeger added that bids could be solicited but not awarded.  
 
Stabnow suggested that one month would be a typical period to get bids.  
 
Trites inquired as to where the asphalt will start and end.   Stabnow responded 
that there would be a 22-foot paved surface plus 2-foot shoulders.  
 
Davenport mentioned that a plastic culvert would be replaced with a steel culvert.   
Shirley Peterson asked if that would be included in the cost of the project. 
Davenport said it would need to be looked at from the Township perspective.  
 



Trites asked about the Township’s share of this project. He asked if residents 
would be paying for their own road and not roads of other projects.  Davenport 
agreed that that would be the policy. He described that in the past, on at least a 
couple of old roads, the Township had paid for the improvements. 
 
Trites requested that the policy be consistent going forward.  
 
Stabnow said that Westwood would only need Class 5 and pavement. Klar Jo will 
need improvements to the roadbed to widen the road.  
 
Dave Wallace suggested that the Township pick up the overcost (the cost 
between the published estimate and the number presented as part of Stabnow’s 
feasibility study) and move on tonight.  
 
Dave Hanson asked how residents would be billed for the costs. 
 
Davenport described that the resident would be given a choice to either pay up 
front or pay it on their taxes with a 10% interest rate. 
 
Bud Peterson asked if we were confident that the project could be done for the 
estimated amount.  Stabnow responded that the estimate may closer if it is done 
in the next month versus farther out.  
 
Davenport mentioned that if the contractors knew we were getting bids for three 
different road improvement projects it may make it easier for them.  
 
A benefit to Westwood is that it starts close to the road, shortening the 
improvement project.  
 
Trites stated that the road is in good condition and encouraged again that the 
improvement project move forward while it is still reasonably affordable. 
 
Hanson asked if anyone was interested in paying the difference in the estimate 
and the current bid. No one was interested.  
 
Seeger noted that if 100% of the land owners sign a petition that they would pay 
100% of the new estimated cost, the second hearing could be avoided.  
Otherwise, because the estimate has increased, the Township will be required to 
either hold a new hearing or pick up the difference in the cost.  
 
Davenport asked for any final comments. He asked Trutna and Grewe for any 
other comments.  
 
Davenport presented options to the board: 
1) Repost and have a new hearing; or  
2) Have the Township pick up difference between the two estimates. 



 
Trutna stated that he didn’t want anyone to expect funds from the Township. He 
shared concerns about having that kind of funding.  
 
Trites asked about the Township paying the difference so they can proceed to 
get the bids immediately. He is speculating that the bids would be similar.  
 
Seeger stated that the maximum the Township would be able to assess is the 
published estimate of $75,000. However, the Township could advertise for the 
taking of bids and have the hearing scheduled to occur around three weeks to 
one month from now.  
 
Trutna made a motion to reschedule a second hearing after republication, 
posting, and mailing of notice to property owners with the increased bid amount. 
In the meantime, bids will be taken. Grewe 2nd. MC/U. 
 
Hanson asked about 10-year plan to repay. Davenport responded that it is a 10% 
interest rate.  
 
The second hearing on this road project will be scheduled for either July 10th or 
July 16th at 6:30 p.m., depending on the availability of quotes.   
 
Grewe made a motion to adjourn the hearing for Westwood Drive at 7:20 p.m. 2nd 
by Trutna. MC/U.  
 
 
Janet Eitzen 
Clerk 
 
 
 


